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Like 

AWWA / 

WEF

Water Services Association of Australia
Peak body for the Australian/ New Zealand water sector

• Advocacy 

• Collaboration

• Learning 

• Purified recycled water maps & 

education resources:  

www.water360.com.au 

• PRW Toolkit:  www.water360.com.au 

http://www.water360.com.au/
http://www.water360.com.au/
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Maps went live in 2024, 3 formats:  
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Interactive format

Still format

2026 is their 

3rd iteration

Table format
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Aim to show global extent of potable reuse 

• Many communities rely on purified recycled water

• Gained acceptance to put it in drinking water supply

• It’s established, widely practised and proven globally

Maps cover:

• Purified recycled water (‘potable reuse’) only

• IPR & DPR – WHO definitions

• The whole journey (4 stages):     5 Augmentation types: 

• Exploring/education

• Planned

• In construction

• Operating/available
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What the maps are / aren’t: 

• Intent: Show communities that are drinking the water, now or in future
• Not a map of every single potable reuse projects/assets

• Eg: If 3 projects/assets work together to serve one community:
• Usually 1 dot (not 3)

• May count as several if quite different:

• E.g. Cape Town (3 dots): 
• Atlantis – 1970s groundwater / storm 

• Cape Flats – 2030s groundwater

• Faure – 2030s DPR 

• E.g. Singapore:
• 5 plants under NEWater program – 1 dot

• E.g. Pico Rivera + Montebello Forebay – 1 dot 

• Also lists place name (over project)
• E.g. Conejo Valley (Las Virgenes)

























2025
Master



2026
Master
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Lots of progress since 2025

• Moved from Planned to In Construction:

• Westminster, Marylands 

• Carpinteria, California

• Los Angeles Groundwater Replenishment Project 

• Moved from In Construction to Operating: 

• Santa Cruz (Pure Water Soquel) – first flows 1 Dec 2025

• Vendée, France – operating over a year

• Jacksonville – water for tasting, into aquifer + fountain at stunning demonstration plant 

• Santa Clara County (Silicon Valley) – Exploring to Planned

• A few dates moved around

• One dropped off – Big Sky, Montana (not an immediate priority)

• Cloudcroft – still on but historic 

• 109 dots                  121  
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New: Aalst, Belgium

Operating: Treated
Demonstration: Groundwater 
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New: Gavà-Viladecans 

Exploring Direct
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New: Liberty Hill, Texas

Thanks 

Katz team!
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New: Olympia, Washington
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Update on EPA 2017 Potable Reuse Compendium

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2018-01/documents/potablereusecompendium_3.pdf


This year’s maps include a USA only version
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New: Oxnard
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New: Pasay, Philippines 
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New: Tucson, Arizona 
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New: Washington County, Utah

Thanks 

Katz team!
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Hampshire – was Portsmouth + Isle of White

New planned projects in Kent + Sussex
(Other) 
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Phoenix – was 1 (Cave Creek – In Construction)

New projects:
• North Gateway (Planned, ground)
• 91st Avenue (Exploring, treated)
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Tarrant – was 1 (George Shannon Wetlands)

New: + Marty 

Leonard Wetlands
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3 new data points:



34

NEW: Simple treatment train (where provided)  



NEW: We asked if places intend to operate all the time or intermittently. For those that gave data:



For those 

that 

provided 

data:  

NEW: We asked what % of drinking water supply the water does/will in future represent:



2026 maps package includes maps by stage: Exploring/ 
education, Planned, In Construction, Operating/Available 
 For example:



Also augmentation type: Groundwater, Reservoir, Raw, Treated, Other
 For example: 



Also Indirect and Direct 



15 countries

America is still 
leading, other 
places catching up

‘Available’: 
Majority run full time; a 
few in limited conditions eg 
drought, tidal, permit 
limits. 
See new chart on 
intermittency.

Global purified recycled water locations



US purified recycled water locations, by state
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Operating 
indirect 
(groundwater 
& reservoir) 
are the largest

(Since 
California DPR 
regulations, 
more direct 
coming 
through)

Other: River 
discharge – UK, 
Spain, 
Oklahoma

Purified recycled water locations by augmentation type



• All water is recycled: many towns drink some water used by upstream towns, even if it isn’t always 

well understood. 

• Purified recycled water isn’t new: It’s been growing globally since the 1960s, and at least 35 

cities/communities around the world have already adopted it as part of their drinking water supply. 

• There are over 70 more cities/communities moving towards it. Some are coastal, some inland, and not 

just places with arid climates. 

• The configurations don’t really matter – all produce safe drinking water. 

• By 2050, over 100 cities/communities could be using it as part of their drinking water supplies. 

• Locations can be big cities, small villages, lakes that supply whole counties, large wholesalers that sell 

the drinking water to dozens more cities/municipalities. 

• This water is being safely drunk by 30 million people, in hundreds of municipalities, right now – and 

this could well pass 55 million by 2050. 
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Key messages:
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Tried to make the PDFs, table more obvious:

danielle.francis@wsaa.asn.au 

Download latest PDF 

maps for different aug 

types & stages, charts, 

plus 2026 master list 

mailto:danielle.francis@wsaa.asn.au


What should I interrogate next year? 
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• Does this help you influence policy? 

• Which elements are most useful? 

• Let me know about places/projects that might want to join

• Link your website to it

• Thanks to WateReuse for the collaboration

• danielle.francis@wsaa.asn.au 

mailto:danielle.francis@wsaa.asn.au
mailto:danielle.francis@wsaa.asn.au


GLOBAL CONNECTIONS MAP

SCAN QR HERE

The Water Services Association of Australia developed this resource in 

partnership with the WateReuse Association. to learn about purified 

recycled water for drinking (potable reuse) around the world.



47

47

Thanks to all my contributors & collaborators
• Linda MacPherson (New Water ReSources, USA)

• Ben Glickstein, Alex Cross, Monika Merk, Rosario Cortes, Noelle George 
(WateReuse Ass’n, USA)

• Chris Swartz (Water Utilization Engineers, South Africa)

• Jenn Swart (Water Replenishment District, USA)

• John Rehring, Lydia Holmes, Pranjali Kumar, Andy Salveson, Eva Steinle-
Darling (Carollo, USA)

• Claire Johnson, Emily Calderon, Jason Dadakis (OCWD, USA)

• David Ammerman (Altamonte Springs, USA)

• Rupam Soni (Metropolitan Water District, USA)

• Peter Asteberg (Norconsult, Sweden)

• Dave Pederson (LVMWD, USA)

• Ian Law (IBL Solutions, Australia)

• Stuart Khan (University of Sydney, Australia)

• Darrel Andrews, Nicole Rutigliano, Chad Lorance (City of Tarrant, Texas)

• Tack Roberts (Astound, USA)

• David Sloan (Freese Nichols, USA)

• Dave MacNevin, Greta Zornes (CDM Smith, USA)

• Lillian Xie (Zone 7 Water, USA)

• Daniel Nix (Wichita Falls, USA)

• Manisha Kothari (San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, USA)

• Uday Kelkar (NSJEI, India)

• Yvan Poussade (Veolia, France)

• Megan Schalkwyk (Umgeni, South Africa)

• Stephen Katz (Veolia, Canada)

• Freddie Clayton (Journalist, Spain)

• Slade Smith (Design, Australia)

• Vivo (Web design, Australia) 

• And the many others who contributed data, thoughts and goodwill

Dale Watson

Rakshit Malik

Rose Nguyen

WSAA
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